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MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF THE AIR FORCE 


SUBJECT: Pelicy Relating to the Official Identification of Projecte 
DISCOVERER, SENTRY, and MIDAS, 


Reference is made to the series of briefings, conferences, and xther 
discussions relating to the recrientation of the subject Projects as a resu't 
of which it nas been agreed that the sevéra) elements of W5-117L shouid 
be separate.y identified and development cortinued on the basia of individua. 
Missione ag distinguished from blanket priority assigned to WS-117L, 


There is Continuing evidence that the nature of these arrangements is 

not fally understood throughout the departments concerned, This has re. 
sulted in some confusion and a tendency, both in public and Clacsified 
ccrreependence, to asecciate che several Pro,ects with each other, | 


it le considered that a Separate identification of the Projects ie eesertia. 
to cur space effert and that the facts relating to these several Projects shouid 
be disseminated within appropriate channels throughout the several depart. 
mente and agencies havicg an interest therein, | 


it weuld be appreciated if the contente of this memorandum could te ac, 
disseminated in order that the Prcjects identified as DISCOVERER and 


MIDAS may stand alone and without further reference to SENTR Y, or 
WS-LITL, a | | | 


Program definitions are as follows: 
DISCOVERER 
eT 


| Project DISCOVERER ie an open-ended series of satellite launching» | 
utilizing inatially the Thor IRBM as 2 basic booster, intended to carryout ss * 
Certain vehicle teste, bio -medica) flighte, and recovery experiments, [ri9: 4: 
fiighte involve the development of engizeering tectniques, components, and 
eyetems, Upper stages wi!) be weed along with the boosters. for, these Ligh! s, 
she orbdita} life wiil vary from shert pericde te lerg periods, the orbite wi:; 

vary ‘n altitude, and the ‘rstial eatellite in crbit will weigh Apprszimate:y 

4, 300 pounds, The DISCOVERER eeries wiil be Jaunched initially from the 
Pacific Misstie Racge, California, into near polar orbits. A number of the oe 7 
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*OCovery operations will he in air or at sea north of the 
cass Islands, Tracking and/or dare acqui will be located 


Thi eertes of flrings is mission-¢ ite R&D phase with 
boosters Upper stages designed to Provide orhits at various altitudes, 
Crbitel life, ang trajectories, | “spor the specific intelligence 


MIDAS 


_ . Preject MIpag lavolves the priority development of & natellire. 
Sased, infra-red sensing syatem dee! gred te Provide maximum warnicg rf 
micsile laurchings or other strateg’c attacks against the United States, 


Roy W, John aon 
Director 
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